
On December 20, 2013, the U.S. 

Department  of Health and 

Human Services, Center for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

released a National Health 

Statistics Report titled “Fathers’ 

Involvement With Their Children: 

United States, 2006-2010.”  The 

data was collected via interviews 

from a sample of 3,928 men 

who were identified as fathers 

from June 2006 through June 

2010. 

The data in the recent father 

involvement report is a 

continuation of the data 

collected from the National 

Survey of Family Growth (NSFG) 

The CDC Releases U.S. Father Involvement Report, 2006-2010 
By: Alicia Austin-Townsend 

January 2014 Volume 3, Issue 1   

Fresno Fatherhood Collaborative 

Inside this issue: 

Father Involvement 

Report 

1 

POPS Spotlight 1 

Shawn’s Message 2 

Announcement 3 

Awards and Recognition  3 

New Year’s Resolutions 4 

Calendar of Events 4 

Spotlight: Rance Johnson 
By: Torrie Gill, Fresno EOC Employment and Training  

When you hear the word, 

“father,” what images come to 

mind? What about the word, 

“daddy”? Depending on what 

type of father you had growing 

up, these words can elicit very 

positive or very negative 

memories. To Rance Johnson, 

hearing those words, the 

thought of this grandfather and 

uncles come to mind.  

 

“Growing up I had positive male 

figures in my life, my uncles 

and my grandfather. My father 

wasn’t around, but I did have 

three men in my life to teach 

me about being a strong man 

and the responsibility of being a 

man,” stated Rance. “I have 

always been a strong person 

in which started in 1973. In 

2002, the NSFG started to 

collect data from men which was 

largely due to a growing body of 

research showing positive 

association between the 

presence and involvement of 

fathers and outcomes for their 

children. The large sample size 

makes this report considered to 

be nationally representative.  

Using a national sample of 

fathers aged 15 to 44, this 

report documents how much 

fathers are involved with their 

children- both children with 

whom they live, and children 

from whom they live apart. The 

men were asked about activities 

done with their children which 

included: eating meals with or 

feeding the children, bathing, 

diapering, or dressing infants and 

toddlers, helping other children to 

dress themselves or use the toilet, 

playing with the children, reading 
to the children, talking with 

children about things that 

happened during their day, helping 

the children with their homework or 

checking the homework that had 

been done, taking children to and 

from activities.  

 

 

but when it came time to tell 

my mother, grandfather and 

uncles that my girlfriend was 

pregnant, fear doesn’t even 

describe how I felt,” said 

Rance.  His girlfriend was six 

months pregnant at the time. 

To his surprise, his family has 

remained supportive and 

positive since he broke the 

news to them. 

  

Rance heard about the POPS 

program through a friend, who 

was in the program last year. 

He was introduced to Torrie 

Gill (POPS Case Manager). She 

informed him about the 

benefits of the POPs program 

and he enrolled in 24/7 DAD.  

The 24/7 Dad course taught 

Rance the meaning of 

responsible fatherhood and 

that being a father means 

more than just physically 

being in the household. 

 

Rance completed 24/7 Dad 

on October 24, 2013. He is 

currently receiving 

subsidized employment at 

Game Stop and has a job 

interview at Walgreens 

Pharmacy. This year, Rance 

will be completing his 

Associates Degree in Music 

at Fresno City College. He 

plans to pursue a career in 

music management or 

production.  

Rance Johnson, POPS 

Participant  

IN THE POPS 

SPOTLIGHT 



A Message From Shawn 

- Shawn Riggins, Fresno EOC Local Conservation Corps Director 

All of my life, I have been a large dog person (I do not get along with small dogs). 

I have never liked cats. Several years ago, my wife Andrea and I decided our pet 

owning days were over. My daughter Jade loves animals, and has owned dogs, 

cats, lizards and fish at her mother’s home. A couple of years ago, Jade’s cat, 

Jack, was killed in a car accident and Jade was crushed. As Jade was mourning, 

I felt bad because on several occasions when I picked her up at her mother’s 

home, Jade tried to get me to pet Jack and I refused.  

 

Jade recently began volunteering at a local Petco in the cat adoption center and 

always came home talking about a cat named Maverick who reminded her of 

Jack. She began posting pictures of Maverick and herself on Instagram and 

Facebook.  

 

During the Christmas shopping season, after having watched that sad 

commercial featuring abused pets they always play, I asked Andrea if she could 

see us owning a cat. After driving over to the Petco Jade volunteers at, I looked 

in the cat room to see if I could pick out Maverick from the pictures. A cat came 

over and sat at the glass door, staring at me. The worker told me the cat was 

Maverick.  

 

After my wife and I played with him for a while,  I completed adoption paperwork 

and asked the person in charge to tell Jade the cat was adopted, but not 

mention it was I who adopted Maverick. The next week when Jade went in to 
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POPS Collaborative Partners 
 

 County of Fresno Veterans Services 

 San Joaquin Valley Veterans/

WestCare 

 Department of Child  Support Services 

 Fresno EOC  

     Employment & Training 

     Local Conservation Corps 

     Sanctuary & Youth Services 

 Fresno Housing  Authority 

 Fresno Street Saints 

 First 5 Fresno County 

 Marjaree Mason Center 

The results of the survey found that 

38% were living with one or more 

children and as expected, reported 

participating in activities with their 

children more frequently. Fathers who 

were married and co-residential with 

children reported even higher rates of 

interaction. Fathers who lived with 

children under age 5 were six times 

more likely than fathers who did not 

live with their young children to have 

read to them daily.   

 

For children under age 5, the study 

found that 96% of resident fathers ate 

meals with their children every day or 

at least several times a week; 98% 

played with children daily or several 

times a  week; 90% bathed, diapered, 

or dressed their children daily or at 

least several times a week; and 60% 

read to their children often.  

 

In general, fathers aged 15-44 who lived 

with their children aged 0 to 18 (44%) 

were about twice as likely as fathers 

who did not live with their children 

(21%) to say they are doing “a very good 

job” as a father. While 0.6% of co-

residential fathers think they are doing 

“a not very good or bad job,” 24% of 

nonresidential fathers think they are 

doing “a not very good or bad job.” 

 

The report also cites a literature review 

that found that children whose fathers 

assumed 40% or more of the family’s 

care tasks had a better academic 

achievement than children whose 

fathers were less involved.  

The purpose of the study was to provide 

information so no inferences were made 

regarding the data directly, but it seems 

as though the data supports the work of 

the POPS Program and our vision “to 

create positive outcomes for children 

and families by helping fathers become 

responsible, accountable parents 

committed to cohesive family 

relationships.”  

 

The facts are clear: fathers who remain 

in the home tend to be more active in 

their children's’ lives and report feeling 

more confident in their role as a father. 

Children need both parents in their lives 

and father’s need access to their 

children to make an impact. The POPS 

Program provides educational and 

social supports to help families who 

desire assistance with creating healthy 

and balanced environments so their 

children can thrive. For information 

about POPS visit www.FresnoEOC.org/

POPS.   

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkK6_ohlPiRMAiWCjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12h2uek6v/EXP=1327108927/**http%3a/yukisuetmei.blogspot.com/2011/05/what-does-bee-do.html
http://www.FresnoEOC.org/POPS
http://www.FresnoEOC.org/POPS
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Congratulations Dion Fuller!  

 

Dion joined the Local Conservation Corps 

in July of 2012. Since being in the 

program, he has received his high school 

diploma, established stable housing, 

saved money, and is in the process of 

gaining custody of his two children. He 

will be attending Fresno City College in 

the spring of 2014.  

Congratulations to the following POPS Corpsmembers for 

their awards at the YouthBuild Charter School Tri-semester 

Awards Assembly: 

 

Joshua Lockhart — Student of the Tri-semester Award and 

Whatever it Takes Award 

Pablo Montanez — Citizenship Award 

Damien Rideaux — Whatever It Takes Award 

Marcus Williamson — Whatever It Takes Award 

Congratulations! 

 

Fathers from Fresno Rescue 

Mission completed the 24/7 Dads 

training. 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations!  

 

Fathers from Exceptional Parents 

Unlimited completed the 24/7 

Dads training. (From left) Raziel 

Cabrel, John Soto, Santiago 

Ramos, Harry Evans, and Ronnie 

Brown.  

Announcements  



Schedule of Events 

 CHOICES Anger Management Monday’s at 

EOC NYC– from 3:30 to 5:30 PM (Open 

Enrollment). CHOICES  

 CHOICES Anger Management at WestCare 

(Closed Group)– Tuesdays from 10:00 AM to 

Noon. 

 24/7 Dad Classes at Fresno EOC NYC (Open 

Enrollment)– Tuesday and Thursday from 3:30 

to 5:30 PM.  

 Love Notes Healthy Relationship Classes  at 

EOC NYC– Tuesday and Thursday from 3:30 

PM to 6:00 PM. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1   1 2 3 4 

5 6  

CHOICES 

7 

24/7 DAD 

24/7 Dad TP 

8 9 

24/7 DAD 

10 11 

 

12 13 

CHOICES 

14 

24/7 DAD 

24/7 Dad TP 

CHOICES W 

15 

 

16 

24/7 DAD 

17 18 

19 

 

20 

MLK Day 

21 

24/7 DAD 

24/7 Dad TP 

22 

24/7 Dad EPU 

23 

24/7 DAD 

24 25 

 

26 27 

CHOICES 

28 

24/7 DAD 

24/7 Dad TP 

CHOICES W 

Love Notes 

29 

24/7 Dad EPU 

30 

24/7 DAD 

Love Notes 

31  
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Message From Shawn continued from page 2 

volunteer, she noticed a tag on Maverick’s collar which said he was 

adopted.  

She called me at work, upset, and I told her she should be happy 

because he was going to a family who wanted him. That night, Jade 

made a tribute video to Maverick, using a song entitled The Only 

Exception by the group Paramore, and added the video to her 

Instagram.  

For the next week, Andrea, Michelle (my ex-wife) and I had to keep 

the adoption a secret. On Christmas Eve,  Andrea and I picked 

Maverick up, and on the morning of Christmas, Jade arrived at my 

house with Michelle to open presents. The last present she opened 

was an envelope which contained the adoption papers for Maverick 

and a name tag Michelle had made which said Maverick Riggins. 

Jade was stunned and it took her 10-15 seconds to realize what 

was going on. I started her video and told her to go upstairs. 

Maverick was waiting upstairs in her room and the two of them were 

reunited.  

 

I can happily say this was one of the best Christmas experiences I 

have ever had and to my utter shock and disbelief, I now count 

myself as a “cat person”.  

http://www.facebook.com/fresnopops

